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A boon 'par excellence' to combat the terror of surgery
WILLIAM THOMAS GREEN MORTON

He was a pupil of Horace Wells;
he practised dentistry in Boston. The
man Morton was a genuine explorer
of 'anaesthesia' (from the Greek
words meaning 'absence of sensa-
tion'), an indomitable Yankee of the
19th century.
Making patients unconscious for surgery, is a great
achievement in the history of medical science.
On the suggestion of Dr.Charles Jackson, his teacher,
Morton undertook experiments on animals giving ether to them,
On one occasion he himself inhaled ether to the stage of un-
consciousness. He extracted a tooth under ether anesthesia.
On October 16, 1846 Morton gave a public demon-
stration of a tumour removed by Dr. Warren without any dis-
comfort to the patient, after anesthetizing him with ether,
October 16 is celebrated as 'Anaesthesia Day' or 'Ether Day1
all over the world.
The anesthetic properties of chloroform were discovered
by a Scotchman, Sir James Y.Simpson on Nov 4, 1847, Be-
cause of the pleasing sweet odour, quick induction, quicker
recovery from anesthesia, it was preferred to ether. The pa-
tient was asked to count, "1,2,3............20, 21........40,41,.........
like that," as the drops of chloroform were put on the nose
mask. On an average, a patient used to get ancsthesi/cd in a
minute or two. But due to the fatal complication of cardiac